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ANNUAL  CONVENTION 


oif  F,Eisr3srs^'iL'vr^.3srx^. 


THE  Eleventh  Annual  Convention,  assembled  in  the  hall  of  the 
Harrisburg  Association,  Thursday,  October  io,  at  4  o’clock, 
P.M.,  being  called  to  order  by  James  A.  Beaver,  Bellefonte, 
President  of  the  last  Convention.  The  Convention  engaged 
in  devotional  exercises  for  twenty  minutes,  led  by  J.  R. 
Rote,  Danville. 

On  motion  of  W.  E.  Wayte,  a  committee  of  five  on  permanent 
organization  was  appointed  by  the  President,  consisting  of  W.  E.  Wayte, 
Erie  ;  J.  W.  Heston,  State  College  ;  J.  B.  Wood,  Germantown  ;  E.  H. 
Witman,  Bloomsburg  ;  J.  R.  Rote,  Hazleton. 

On  motion,  a  committee  of  five  on  temporary  organization  was 
likewise  appointed,  consisting  of  F.  R.  Brocklebank,  Pittsburgh  ;  W.  J. 
Sheibley,  Duncannon  ;  George  Galagher,  New  Alexandria;  T.  B.  Patton, 
Altoona  ;  Henry  Small,  York. 

On  motion  of  R.  A.  Orr,  Pittsburgh,  the  pastors  of  Harrisburg  and 
members  present  from  kindred  organizations,  and  not  accredited  as  dele¬ 
gates,  be  invited  to  seats  in  the  Convention  as  corresponding  members. 
During  the  absence  of  the  committees  devotional  exercises  were  con¬ 
ducted,  after  which  the  Committee  on  Permanent  Organization  reported 
the  following  officers  of  the  Convention  : 

President, 

GEORGE  S.  BENNETT,  Wilkesbarre. 

Vice-Presidents  : 

NELSON  F.  EVANS,  Philadelphia. 

H.  B.  HUMES,  Jersey  Shore. 

H.  J.  RHOADS,  Reading. 
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Secretary, 

THOMAS  MARSHALL,  Philadelphia. 

Assistant  Secretaries  ; 

F.  J.  FRENCH,  Erie. 

J.  W.  HESTON,  State  College. 

The  temporary  business  committee  announced  the  exercises  for 
the  evening  and  Friday  forenoon,  when  the  session  adjourned. 

Till! RSI) A  Y  EVENING. 

MEETING  OF  WELCOME. 

This  consisted  of  a  delightful  social  entertainment  furnished  by  the 
Harrisburg  Association.  Rev.  S.  M.  Moore,  Tyrone,  led  in  prayer  ; 
and  Gilbert  M.  McCauley,  President  of  the  Harrisburg  Association,  on  its 
behalf  made  a  cordial  address  of  welcome  to  the  delegates,  after  which 
an  hour  was  very  pleasantly  spent  by  those  present  in  becoming  acquainted 
with  one  another  and  in  social  intercourse.  Refreshments  were  served, 
and  the  choir  sang  choice  selections  of  music.  At  the  close  a  Prayer  and 
Praise  Service  was  conducted  by  President  Bennett,  in  which  many  of 
the  delegates  took  part,  closing  with  the  benediction  by  Rev.  Dr.  Calder, 
President  of  the  State  College. 

FRIDAY  MORNING. 

The  session  convened  at  9  o’clock,  the  President  in  the  chair.  Devo¬ 
tional  exercises  continuing  for  half  an  hour  were  led  by  S.  B.  Fahnes¬ 
tock,  Duncannon.  After  reading  and  adopting  the  minutes,  the  Presi¬ 
dent  announced  the  following  permanent  committees  : — 

Credentials. — W.  H.  Druckenmiller,  Sunbury  ;  E.  H.  Anderson, 
Butler;  F.  M.  Herrington,  Danville;  D.  McConaughy,  Jr.,  Gettysburg; 
G.  A.  Lippencott,  Watsontown. 

Business : — W  E.  Wayte,  Erie  ;  Henry  Small,  York  ;  S'.  P.  Harbison, 
Pittsburg;  C.  P.  Weaver,  Norristown  ;  J.  W.  Gephart,  Bellefonte  ;  H.  P. 
Shepley,  Blairsville  ;  G.  S.  Matlack,  Lewisburg. 

Devotional : — F.  C.  Johnson,  Wilksbarre  ;  T.  B.  Patton,  Altoona  ; 
S.  B.  Herr,  Lancaster;  E.  E.  Finney,  Williamsport ;  W.  K.  Foster,  State 
College  ;  J.  N.  Deeter,  Harrisburg ;  A.  A.  Dewing,  Lafayette  College. 

R.  A.  Orr,  Pittsburgh,  then  conducted  the  conversation  upon  “  Diffi¬ 
culties  in  the  work  of  Associations  ;  how  best  meet  them  ?”  after  which 
G.  A.  Hall,  State  Secretary,  N.  Y.,  led  in  the  conversation  on  “  What 
•features  of  Association  work,  not  directly  spiritual,  should  be  prose¬ 
cuted  ?  ”  Conversation  upon  “  How  shall  our  work,  in  its  reflex  influ¬ 
ence,  be  of  most  benefit  to  our  individual  churches?”  was  then  led  by 
J.  Howard  Seal,  Philadelphia. 
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The  topic  “The  boys  who  are  soon  to  be  young  men  :  what  can  we 
do  for  them?’’  was  opened  in  a  paper  of  fifteen  minutes’  length  by 
W.  E.  Wayte,  Erie,  who  was  followed  by  Rev.  Mr.  Ehrenfeldt,  Indiana; 
C.  L.  Boyer,  Harrisburg;  J.  B.  Wood,  Germantown;  N.  F.  Evans,  Phila¬ 
delphia  ;  Harry  Casselbury,  Hazelton,  and  others.  The  Business  and 
Devotional  Committees  reported  the  exercises  for  the  afternoon  and  the 
open-air  meetings  for  the  evening.  The  session  closed  by  singing  dox- 
ology,  and  the  benediction  by  Rev.  Mr.  West,  Harrisburg. 

FRIDAY  AFTERNOON. 

The  session  convened  at  2  o’clock,  Vice-president  Evans,  Philadel¬ 
phia,  in  the  chair.  Devotional  exercises  for  half  an  hour  were  con¬ 
ducted  by  Rev.  Dr.  Calder,  State  College.  The  minutes  were  read  and 
adopted.  The  President  announced  the  following  committees  :  Resolu¬ 
tions — Rev.  J.  A.  Rondthaler,  Lebanon;  Newton  Donaldson,  Washington 
and  Jefferson  College;  H.  C.  Gantt,  Newport;  A.  A.  Line,  Carlisle; 
Charles  Woods,  Danville;  W.  H.  Curtis,  Philadelphia;  J.  M.  Sutton, 
Indiana.  Executive  Committee’s  Report — A.  F.  Hostetter,  Lancaster  ; 
G.  E.  Wilbur,  Bloomsburg;  N.  H.  Shearer,  York  ;  G.  B.  Reimensnyder ; 
Rev.  L.  McCambell,  Slate  Lick  ;  Rev.  James  Dickson,  Berwick.  Copies 
of  the  printed  report  of  the  State  Executive  Committee  were  then  dis¬ 
tributed  among  the  members  of  the  Convention,  which  read  as 
follows : — 


Annual  Report  of  the  State  Executive  Committee  to  the  Eleventh 
Annual  State  Convention  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Associations  of  Pennsylvania,  to  meet  at 
Harrisburg,  October  10-13,  1878. 

Dear  Brethren: 

We  call  your  attention  first,  to  the  summary  of  the  work  so  far  as 
reported  by  the  District  Executive  Committees. 

FIRST  AND  SECOND  DISTRICTS. 

Philadelphia,  Delaware,  Chester,  Bucks,  and  Montgomery  counties. 
Associations,  (13) — Aldington,  Bridesburg,  Chester,  Chestnut  Hill,  Doyles- 
town,  Germantown,  Hulmeville,  Manayunk,  Norristown,  Philadelphia, 
Philadelphia  (German),  Perkasie,  Upland.  The  Associations  of  Brandy¬ 
wine  and  Wilmington,  Del.,  are  also  associated  with  us  in  district  work. 
Members  of  Committee,  John  T.  Roberts,  Chairman,  Germantown ; 
George  Thompson,  Secretary,  Philadelphia;  C.  P.  Weaver,  Treasurer, 
Norristown  ;  E.  E.  Hopkins,  George  Hansell,  W.  E.  Rex,  H.  Dunning, 
B.  Johnson,  Charles  Rambo,  W.  B.  Trites,  A.  M.  Kimber,  Theodore 
Hyatt,  E.  G.  Harrison,  G.  McKelway,  W.  R.  Force.  Meetings  of  Com¬ 
mittee,  (4.)  District  Conventions,  (3) — Abington,  Chester,  Wilmington- 
Local  Conventions,  (1) — Doylestown.  Places  where  Association  and 
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Gospel  Meetings  were  held,  20.  Persons  engaged  in  the  work,  50.  Dele¬ 
gates  at  Conventions,  100.  Result,  a  large  number  of  conversions. 
Days  consumed,  140.  The  prospect  for  another  year  seems  bright.  It 
is  hoped  that  a  more  thorough  organization  of  our  Committee  can  be 
effected. 

THiRD  DISTRICT. 

Monroe,  Northampton,  Pike  counties.  Associations,  (4) — Bethle¬ 
hem,  Easton,  Lafayette  College,  Stroudsburg.  No  organization  of  the 
District,  and  no  report  received. 

FOURTH  DISTRICT. 

Berks,  Lehigh,  Schuylkill  counties.  Associations,  (5) — Allentown 
(Christian  Association),  Mahanoy  City,  Pottsville  (partially),  Port  Car¬ 
bon,  Reading.  District  not  organized.  Some  work  done  by  correspond¬ 
ence  and  visitation,  but  not  reported. 

FIFTH  DISTRICT. 

Luzerne,  Wyoming,  Carbon  counties.  Associations,  (7) — Ebervale, 
Hazleton,  Mauch  Chunk,  Plymouth,  Shickshinny,  White  Haven,  Wilkes- 
barre.  Committee — G.  S.  Bennett,  Chairman  ;  F.  C.  Johnson,  Secre¬ 
tary  ;  G.  S.  Rippard,  Wilkesbarre  ;  J.  R.  Rote,  A.  J.  Swalm,  Hazleton; 
E.  P.  Morris,  William  Deterline,  White  Haven ;  Dr.  M.  S.  Hughes, 
G.  K.  Beidelman,  Shickshinny  ;  W.  J.  Parker,  G.  W.  Nesbitt,  Ebervale  ; 
Andrew  Ross,  E.  F.  Luckenbach,  Mauch  Chunk  ;  A.  F.  Levi,  Willard 
Hickok,  Plymouth.  Places  visited  in  the  District,  12.  Outside  of  Dis¬ 
trict,  2.  Persons  engaged  in  the  work,  20.  Days  consumed,  30.  This 
is  the  most  prosperous  year  we  have  had.  The  Associations  more 
numerous,  permanent,  and  flourishing  than  ever  before. 

SIXTH  DISTRICT. 

Lackawanna,  Susquehanna,  and  Wayne  counties.  Associations, 
(4) — Great  Bend,  Montrose,  (not  reporting)  Scranton,  Susquehanna 
Depot.  Committee — J.  H.  Torry,  T.  F.  Wells,  Scranton.  District  Con¬ 
ventions,  1.  Delegates  at  Convention,  20.  No  further  report  received. 

SEVENTH  DISTRICT. 

Columbia,  Northumberland,  and  Montour  counties.  Associations, 
(18) — Berwick,  Bloomsburg,  Danville,  Dewart,  Elysburg,  Milton, 
Mt.  Carmel,  Northumberland,  Pottsgrove,  Paxinos,  Rush,  (Kline’s 
Grove  P.  O.)  Shamokin,  Shamokin  Valley,  (Paxinos  P.  O.)  Sunbury, 
Treverton,  Watsontown,  Washingtonville,  Willowvale.  Members  of 
Committee — G  E.  Wilbur,  Bloomsburg  ;  G.  B.  Reimensnyder,  Treasurer  ; 
C.  H.  Zehnder,  Secretary;  C.  G.  Jackson,  Berwick;  J.  D.  Cook,  Dan¬ 
ville;  E.  H.  Witman,  C.  C.  Peacock,  Bloomsburg;  S.  A.  Bostian, 
Dewart;  J.  T.  Rayer,  Pottsgrove;  W.  M.  Boal,  Northumberland;  C.  P. 
Helfenstein,  Philip  Thomas,  Shamokin;  D.  A.  Engle,  Watsontown; 
Rev  John  Johnson,  Washingtonville.  Corresponding  Members — E.  H. 
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Cooke,  Paxinos  ;  W.  E.  Cardell,  Shamokin  Valley  ;  C.  W.  Conner,  Wil- 
lowvale;  L.  C.  Bassett,  Kline’s  Grove;  S.  L.  Finney,  Milton;  K.  C. 
McWilliams,  Elysburg;  J.  N.  Hill,  Mt.  Carmel;  A.  F.  Reis,  Treverton. 
District  Conventions,  (i) — Sunbury.  Local  Conventions,  (3) — Elysburg, 
Bloomsburg,  Shamokin.  Places  visited  with  Gospel  and  Association 
Meetings,  and  Parlor  Conferences,  20 ;  many  of  them  twice.  Persons 
engaged  in  the  work,  50.  Days  consumed,  90.  Delegates  at  Conven¬ 
tions  and  Conferences,  150.  The  District  is  thoroughly  organized,  the 
field  almost  wholly  occupied  ;  the  condition  of  the  Associations  more  per¬ 
manent  and  satisfactory  than  ever  before.  Special  Meetings  for  young 
men  are  held  by  nearly  all.  Bible  study  largely  increasing,  as  also 
proper  financial  and  business  management.  The  social  and  literary 
work  is  increasing.  We  have  many  reasons  to  thank  God. 

EIGHTH  DISTRICT. 

Adams,  Lancaster  and  York  counties.  Associations,  (8) — East 
Berlin,  Hanover,  (not  reporting)  Lancaster,  Mt.  Joy,  New  Oxford, 
Pennsylvania  College,  (Gettysburg)  Shrewsbury,  York.  Members  of 
Committee — N.  H.  Shearer,  Chairman;  Henry  Small,  Sec.,  York;  D. 
S.  Bursk,  S.  B.  Herr,  Lancaster;  J.  E.  Cassell,  J.  H.  Raber,  Mt.  Joy; 
D.  McConaughy,  Gettysburg;  J.  R.  Hersh,  New  Oxford;  J.  J.  Bingley, 
Hanover  ;  G.  F.  Boesser,  Shrewsbury.  District  Conventions,  (2) — Lan¬ 
caster,  York.  Local  Conventions,  (2) — Shrewsbury,  East  Berlin.  Other 
places  visited,  3.  Persons  engaged  in  the  work,  15.  Days  consumed,  10. 
Delegates  at  Conventions,  45.  New  Buildings,  (1)— Lancaster.  Building 
fund  almost  completed,  (1) — York.  Our  growth  in  Associations  has  not 
increased,  yet  we  are  very  much  encouraged  with  our  growth  in  other 
directions.  With  a  greater  appreciation  and  a  more  thorough  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  work,  we  hope  to  see  much  better  things  in  another  year. 

NINTH  DISTRICT. 

Dauphin,  Lebanon  and  Perry  counties.  Associations,  (8) — Baldwin, 
Duncannon,  Green  Park,  Harrisburg,  Lebanon,  New  Bloomfield, 
Newport,  Sherman’s  Dale.  Members  of  Committee — A.  J.  Whitney, 
Chairman;  J.  M.  Peddicord,  Sec.,  James  McCormick,  Jr..  J.  N.  Deeter, 
James  McConaughy,  Harrisburg;  A.  S.  Light,  C.  P.  Shirk,  Lebanon; 
S.  B.  Fahnestock,  L.  E.  McGinnis,  Duncannon  ;  Wilson  Lupfer,  W.  H. 
Smith,  New  Bloomfield  ;  J.  Coble,  H.  C  Gantt,  Newport ;  J.  G.  Keller, 
J.  A.  Work,  Baldwin  ;  T.  S.  McCord,  Sherman’s  Dale.  District  Conven¬ 
tion,  1.  Other  places  visited  with  Gospel  and  Association  Meetings,  9. 
Outside  of  the  District,  7.  Persons  engaged  in  the  work,  42.  Delegates 
at  Convention,  35  Days  consumed,  40.  The  work  in  the  District  is  in 
a  permanent  and  healthy  condition. 

TENTH  DISTRICT. 

Cumberland,  Franklin  and  Fulton  counties.  Associations  (7) — Car¬ 
lisle,  Green  Castle,  (not  reporting)  New  Cumberland,  Newville,  Shippens- 
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burg,  Shiremanstown,  Waynesboro.  Members  of  Committee — E.  James, 
Chairman;  D.  W.  Spencer,  Secretary;  Newville  ;  others  not  reported. 
District  Conventions,  (i) — Newville.  Delegates  at  Convention,  io. 

ELEVENTH  DISTRICT. 

Mifflin,  Juniata  and  Snyder  counties.  Associations,  (i) — Lewistown. 
Members  of  Committee — G.  F.  Franciscus,  Chairman  ;  G.'  R.  Frysinger, 
Secretary  ;  Rev.  J.  M.  Reimensnyder,  Lewistown,  Parlor  Conference, 

( i )  — Lewistown. 

TWELFTH  DISTRICT. 

Cambria,  Clinton,  Lycoming  and  Union  counties.  Associations, 
(u) — Hartleton,  Hughesville,  Jersey  Shore,  Lewisburg,  Mifflinburg, 
Muncy,  New  Berlin,  Picture  Rocks,  Renova,  Salona,  Williamsport. 
Members  of  Committee — H.  Howard  Otto,  Chairman  ;  J.  E.  Dayton,  Sec¬ 
retary  ;  J.  F.  Davis,  W.  R.  Forsyth,  Williamsport ;  J.  B.  G.  Kinsloe,  Lock 
Haven.  Corresponding  members — G.  S.  Matlack,  Lewisburg  ;  H.  C. 
McCarty,  Renovo  ;  H.  B.  Humes,  Jersey  Shore  ;  S.  H.  Burrows,  Picture 
Rocks;  F.  M.  Baker,  New  Berlin;  H.  W.  Rhodes,  Hartleton;  J.  F. 
Gutelius,  Mifflinburg  ;  J.  W.  Baker,  Hughesville.  District  Conventions, 
(3) — Hartleton,  Renovo,  Lewisburg.  Local  Conventions,  (2) — Picture 
Rocks,  Salona.  Other  places  visited  with  Gospel  and  Association  Meet¬ 
ings,  15.  Persons  engaged  in  the  work,  25.  Delegates  at  Conventions 
and  Conferences,  50.  Days  consumed,  30.  Every  Association  in  the 
District  has  been  visited,  some  of  them  twice.  We  are  in  an  encouraging 
condition.  We  believe  our  meetings  have  been  greatly  blessed  and 
honored  of  God  in  the  salvation  of  souls,  and  strengthening  one  another 
in  his  service.  We  look  forward  hopefully  to  the  coming  year. 

THIRTEENTH  DISTRICT. 

Centre,  Clearfield,  Blair  and  Huntingdon  counties.  Associations, 

(ii)  — north  branch  of  District,  Bellefonte,  Milesburg,  Rowland,  Penfield, 
Pine  Grove  Mills,  State  College  ;  south  branch  of  District,  Altoona,  Altoona 
Railway,  Huntingdon,  Osceola,  Tyrone.  Members  of  Committee — Isaac 
Mitchell,  Chairman  ;  C.  F.  Cooke,  Sec.,  Bellefonte  ;  Austin  Curtin,  Miles¬ 
burg  ;  Rev.  N.  H.  Miller,  Osceola;  C.  J.  Kegel,  Tyrone;  T.  B.  Patton, 
W.  A.  Magee,  J  W.  Findley,  G.  F.  Jones,  Altoona  ;  J.  W.  Heston,  State 
College.  District  Conventions,  (1) — Bel.efonte.  Places  visited  with 
Gospel  and  Association  Meetings,  6.  Persons  engaged  in  the  work,  10. 
Delegates  at  Convention,  15.  Days  consumed,  10. 

FOURTEENTH  DISTRICT. 

Bradford,  Tioga,  Potter  and  Sullivan  counties.  Associations,  (3) 
— Troy,  Tioga,  Wellsboro.  Members  of  Committee — J.  R.  Willour, 
Chairman,  Troy  ;  other  members  not  reported.  District  Conventions,  (1) 
Troy.  Delegates  at  Convention,  15.. 
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FIFTEENTH  DISTRICT. 

Cambria,  Indiana,  Somerset,  Westmoreland  (eastern  part)  counties. 
Associations,  (12) — Armagh,  Blairsville,  Conemaugh,  Indiana,  Jenner- 
town,  Latrobe,  Marion,  New  Florence,  New  Alexandria,  Summer  Hill, 
West  Lebanon,  West  Fairfield.  District  Conventions,  (1) — Jennertown. 
Local  Conventions,  (1), — New  Alexandria.  Other  places  visited  with 
Gospel  and  Association  Meetings,  12.  Persons  engaged  in  the  work,  63. 
Days  consumed,  1  ]  6  in  the  aggregate.  Delegates  at  Conventions,  75.  Our 
hands  are  strengthened  and  hearts  encouraged.  Conversions  have 
occurred,  and  much  seed  has  been  sown  which  is  committed  to  the  Lord 
of  the  harvest.  We  believe  permanent  progress  has  been  made  in  defi¬ 
nite  Association  work,  and  on  the  whole  we  are  in  a  better  working 
condition  than  ever  before,  although  there  is  much  yet  to  be  done. 
Members  of  Committee — John  Hill,  Chairman  ;  T.  D.  Cunningham,  Sec., 
Blairsville;  J.  M. .  Foster,  Indiana;  S.  Henry,  West  Lebanon;  J.  F. 
Tomb,  Armagh  ;  L.  A.  Hoke,  Latrobe  ;  J.  H.  Prugh,  New  Alexandria  ; 
Dr.  J.  C.  Wilson,  Conemaugh  ;  T.  W.  Bowen,  New  Florence. 

SIXTEENTH  DISTRICT. 

Allegheny,  Fayette,  Greene,  Washington,  and  western  part  of  West¬ 
moreland  counties.  Associations,  eastern  branch  of  District,  (8) — 
Bakerstown,  Connellsville,  Dunbar,  Emsworth,  East  Liberty,  Pittsburg, 
Scottdale,  (not  reporting)  Wilkinsburg.  Western  branch  of  District,  ( 1 1 ), 
— Amity,  Buffalo,  Burgettstown,  (not  reporting)  Claysville,  Cross  Creek, 
Independence,  East  Finley,  Prosperity,  Taylorstown,  Washington  and 
Jefferson  College,  Waynesburg.  Members  of  Committee — F.  R.  Brock- 
lebank,  Chairman,  Pittsburgh  ;  R.  A.  Orr,  Sec.,  Pittsburgh  ;  J.  F.  Robin¬ 
son,  Pittsburg  ;  Rev.  W.  G.  Stewart,  Bakerstown  ;  Thos.  Watt,  Dunbar  ; 
C.  N.  Boyd,  Connellsville  ;  W.  T.  Brown,  Scottdale  ;  R.  M.  McConnell, 
Waynesburg;  H.  C.  Anderson,  Cross  Creek;  J.  McKee,  Claysville;  S. 
A.  Caldwell,  Buffalo  ;  John  McFarland,  Burgettstown.  District  Conven¬ 
tions,  (i) — Connellsville.  .Local  Conventions, (3) — Prosperity,  Waynes¬ 
burg,  Cross  Creek.  Other  places  visited  with  Association  and  Gospel 
Meetings,  23.  Persons  engaged  in  the  work,  42.  Delegates  at  Conven¬ 
tions,  1 13.  Days  consumed,  50. 

SEVENTEENTH  DISTRICT. 

Beaver,  Lawrence  and  Mercer  counties.  Associations,  (6) — Beaver 
Falls,  Mt.  Jackson,  New  Castle,  Princeton,  Wampum,  West  Middlesex. 
Youngstown,  Ohio,  is  also  associated  with  us  in  District  work.  Members 
of  Committee — H.  C.  Sankey,  Chairman  ;  G.  C.  Reis,  New  Castle  ; 
W.  C.  Stewart,  Sec.,  Beaver  Falls ;  Rev.  A.  M.  Reed,  Princeton  ;  J.  Nesbit, 
Jr.,  Mt.  Jackson  ;  H.  H.  Newkirk,  West  Middlesex  ;  A.  B.  McConnell, 
Youngstown,  Ohio.  District  Conventions,  (1 ) — Part  of  time  at  Mt.  Jack- 
son,  the  rest  at  New  Castle.  Local  Conventions,  (1) — Beaver  Falls. 
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Other  places  visited  with  Gospel  and  Association  Meetings,  9.  Persons 
engaged  in  the  work,  70.  Delegates  at  Conventions,  60.  Days  consumed, 
143,  in  the  aggregate. 

EIGHTEENTH  DISTRICT. 

Armstrong,  Butler, Clarion  and  Jefferson  counties.  Associations, (east¬ 
ern  branch)  (n) — Apollo,  Catfish,  East  Brady,  Edenburg,  Grant  Farm, 
Limestone,  Oak  Hall,  Parker,  Slate  Lick,  West  Foxburg,  Worthington. 
Western  branch,  (14)  — Butler,  Concord,  (Hooker  P.  O.)  Glade  Mills, 
Harmony,  Jefferson,  Summit,  (Butler  P.  O.)  Muddy  Creek,  (Coultersville 
P.  O.)  North  Hope,  North  Butler,  (Butler  P.  O  ),  Prospect,  Pleasant  Valley, 
(Coultersville  P.  O.)  Sarversville,  West  Sunbury,  (Coultersville  P.  O.) 
Whitestown.  Members  of  Committee,  eastern  branch — Dr.  J.  E.  Hall, 
Chairman;  A.  B.  Rice,  Sec.;  George  Potts,  Parker  City;  Rev.  J.  S. 
McKee,  East  Brady  ,  R.  F.  Milford,  Grant  Farm  ;  S.  A.  Bushman,  Cat¬ 
fish  ;  J.  W.  Speer,  Limestone;  J.  M.  Bell,  West  Foxburg;  M.  H.  Boyd, 
Slate  Lick  ;  S.  M.  Jackson,  Apollo.  Western  branch,  J.  S.  Campbell, 
Chairman,  Pleasant  Valley  ;  E.  W.  Vogeley,  Sec.;  M.  W.  Moore,  J.  F. 
Anderson,  Butler;  N.  W.  McCandless,  Muddy  Creek;  J.  M.  Christy,  G. 
W.  Bean,  West  Sunbury  ;  F.  P.  Critchlow,  Prospect ;  R.  Adams,  Con¬ 
cord  ;  Isaiah  Meals,  North  Hope  ;  R.  Gibson,  Whitestown.  Correspond¬ 
ing  Members — R.  Anderson,  Glade  Mills  ;  A.  C.  Smith,  Sarversville  ; 
Dr.  A.  V.  Cunningham,  Zelienople  ;  Prof.  Tinsman,  Harmony;  D.  B. 
Emrick,  Jefferson  Summit;  W.  C.  Robb,  North  Butler.  Branch  District 
Conventions  (2) — East  Brady,  W'est  Sunbury.  Local  Conventions,  (4) — 
Whitestown,  Concord,  Slate  Lick,  Glade  Mills.  Other  places  visited  with 
Association  and  Gospel  Meetings,  20.  Persons  engaged  in  the  work,  58. 
Delegates  at  Conventions,  150.  Days  consumed,  50.  Our  District  has 
heretofore  been  somewhat  unstable.  Our  Associations  are  now  more 
permanent  than  ever  before.  The  work  in  the  Western  District  has 
been  fruitful  and  greatly  blessed.  We  have  very  much  yet  to  do  and  learn. 

NINETEENTH  DISTRICT. 

McKean,  Venango  and  Warren  counties.  Associations,  (2) — Oil 
City,  (young  people’s)  Pleasantville.  District  not  organized.  Our  Asso¬ 
ciation  at  Pleasantville  has  done  a  good  work.  Sickness  and  absence 
from  home  has  prevented  those  who  have  the  work  in  charge  from 
much  activity.  Although  there  has  been  a  quiet  canvass  of  the  field 
which  may  result  in  much  good. 

TWENTIETH  DISTRICT. 

Crawford  and  Erie  counties.  Associations,  (18) — Albion,  Allegheny 
College,  (Meadville,)  Corry,  East  Springfield,  Erie,  Erie,  (R.  R.)  Fair 
Haven,  (East  Springfield  P.  O.,)  Franklin,  Centre,  Fairview,  Girard, 
Harbor  Creek,  Meadville,  Meadville,  (R.  R.,)  North  East,  Spring, 
Wattsburg,  Wellsburg  (Lundy’s  Lane  P.  O.).  Members  of  Committee 
— W.  R.  Davenport,  Chairman  ;  W.  E.  Wayte,  Sec.  ;  M.  C.  Parkinson, 


T.  M.  Bates,  Erie;  H.  A.  Traut,  Girard;  P.  D.  Flower,  Albion;  J.  S. 
Warner,  Smith  Sawdy,  East  Springfield  ;  A.  J.  McCreary,  Fairview  ;  E. 
G.  Stevens,  Wellsburg  ;  G.  H.  Connick,  Spring  ;  S.  J.  Fleming,  Corry  ; 
Theodore  Sprague,  North  East;  J.  B.  Compton,  P.  H.  Boynton,  Mead- 
ville.  District  Conventions,  (2) — Meadville,  Albion  Local  Conven¬ 
tions,  (1) — Fair  Haven.  Other  places  visited  with  Gospel  and  Association 
Meetings,  12.  Persons  engaged  in  work,  15.  Delegates  to  Conventions, 
50.  Days  consumed,  about  30. 

VISITS  OF  STATE  SECRETARY. 

The  State  Secretary  has  assisted  in  holding  District  Conventions 
from  two  to  three  days  in  each  place  at  Albion,  Abington,  Bellefonte, 
Chester,  Connelsville,  East  Brady,  Hartleton,  Jennertown,  Lancaster, 
Meadville,  Mount  Jackson,  New  Castle,  Newville,  Newport,  Renovo, Scran¬ 
ton,  Sunbury,  Troy,  West  Sunbury  and  York,  (20J.  Also  Local  Conven¬ 
tions  at  Beaver  Falls,  Concord,  Glade  Mills,  Lewisburg,  New  Alexandria, 
Picture  Rocks,  Slate  Lick,  Shamokin,  Waynesburg,  Whitestown,  (10). 
He  has  also  conducted  Gospel  and  Association  Meetings,  Parlor  Confer¬ 
ences,  attended  Anniversaries  and  other  meetings,  occupying  from  one 
day  to  one  week  in  each  place,  at  Armagh,  Blairsville,  Bloomsburg, 
Bridesburg,  Butler,  Cross  Creek,  Carlisle,  Danville,  Doylestown,  Eden- 
burg,  Erie,  East  Liberty,  East  Springfield,  Grant  Farm,  Germantown, 
Hazleton,  Hughesville,  Independence,  Jersey  Shore,  Lewistown,  Mifflin- 
burg,  Mt.  Joy,  Montour,  Norristown,  North  East,  New  Berlin,  Perkasie, 
Reading,  Rush,  Spring,  State  College,  Sunbury,  West  Middletown,  Wil¬ 
liamsport,  York,  (35).  Visits  for  private  conference  have  been  made  to 
Altoona,  Bellefonte,  Danville,  Harrisburg,  Johnstown,  Mifflinburg,  North¬ 
umberland,  Norristown,  Philadelphia,  Pittsburgh,  Pine  Grove,  Tyrone, 
(12).  Other  points  visited  with  organization  in  prospect,  (13),  making  in 
all  ninety  places  visited,  consuming  245  days. 


IN  THE  SOUTH. 

During  the  winter  the  International  Executive  Committee  applied  to 
your  State  Committee  for  the  services  of  the  Secretary  to  visit  the  Asso¬ 
ciations  of  Texas  during  the  month  of  March.  After  considering  the 
matter  the  request  was  granted.  During  his  absence  twenty-five  points 
were  visited,  in  various  parts  of  the  State,  through  the  efforts  of  District 
Committees. 


SUMMARY. 

Present  number  of  Associations  in  the  State 

District  Conventions  held  in  the  State  during  the  vear  - 

O  J 

Local  “  “  “  “ 

Other  places  visited  with  Gospel  and  Association  Meetings 

Persons  engaged  in  the  work  - 

Delegates  at  Conventions  - 

Days  consumed  in  the  work,  - 

Total  number  of  places  visited  - 


183 

21 

18 

161 

460 

888 

739 

200 
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NEW  BUILDING. — SECRETARIES. 

The  Associations  at  Erie  and  Lancaster  have  each  purchased  build¬ 
ings  of  their  own.  The  York  Association  has  raised  a  building  fund 
amounting  to  $11,500,  with  fair  prospect  of  securing  the  entire  amount. 
The  Philadelphia  Association  has  called  J.  Howard  Seal  to  the  office  of 
General  Secretary  ;  E.  E.  Finney  has  been  called  to  that  of  Williamsport, 
and  S.  B.  Herr  to  that  of  Lancaster.  There  are  other  places  almost 
ready  to  employ  General  Secretaries,  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  soon 
be  accomplished.  Thos.  Marshall  has  been  called  to  the  office  of  Finan¬ 
cial  Secretary  of  the  Philadelphia  Association. 


CONCLUSION. 

Thus  closes  another  year  of  our  associated  efforts  to  extend  the 
Master’s  kingdom  among  young  men.  The  one  peculiar  feature  of  the 
year  has  been  the  greater  efficiency  of  District  Committees.  There  is 
still  much  to  learn  in  this  direction,  and  it  is  hoped  those  who  hold  such 
positions  will  gather  from  this  Convention  such  practical  help  as  will 
bring  our  District  work  up  to  the  highest  state  of  efficiency. 

We  remind  our  brethren  of  the  importance  of  sustaining  our  State 
work,  which  under  God  has  been  greatly  blessed,  increasing  the  number 
of  our  organizations  from  26  in  1871,  to  183  in  1878,  while  other  States  of 
the  Union  have  stood  still  or  receded  for  the  lack  of  such  supervision. 
Pennsylvania,  with  the  smallest  beginning,  has  grown  to  a  number  far 
beyond  that  of  any  other  State. 

This  has  not  been  a  year  of  special  revivals,  although  from  the  reports 
received  there  has  been  as  much  seed  sown,  and  as  prayerful,  faithful 
work  given,  as  in  any  previous  year.  “  Let  us  not  be  weary  in  well¬ 
doing,  for  in  due  season  we  shall  reap  if  we  faint  not.”  We  remain 


Yours  in  Christian  fellowship  and  service. 


Jas.  A.  Beaver,  Chairman. 
Wm.  Adamson, 

John  Wanamaker, 

G.  S.  Bennett, 

W.  R.  Davenport, 

John  Hill, 

Samuel  Harsh, 

W.  K.  Jennings, 

Thos.  Marshall, 

Jas.  McCormick,  Jr., 


PL  K.  Porter, 

W.  C.  Cattell, 

J.  E.  Hall, 

F.  L.  Hitchcock, 
J.  H.  Mann, 

H.  H.  Otto, 

D.  E.  Small, 

J.  H.  Sternbergh, 
H.  W.  Williams, 
Geo.  C.  Reis. 


All  contributions  for  State  work  should  be  sent  to  H.  K.  Porter, 
Treasurer,  No.  5  Smithfield  Street,  Pittsburgh. 

Communications  and  applications  for  conventions,  meetings,  visits, 
instructions,  documents,  etc.,  to  S.  A.  Taggart,  State  Secretary,  Pitts¬ 
burgh.  (Treasurer’s  Report,  see  last  page.) 
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The  State  Secretary  then  addressed  the  Convention  in  reference  to 
the  report ;  and  W.  R.  Davenport,  Erie,  followed  in  an  address  on  the 
State  work  for  the  coming  year.  R.  A.  Orr,  in  the  absence  of  the 
treasurer,  H.  K.  Porter,  Pittsburgh,  presented  the  financial  report  (see 
last  page).  Contributions  and  pledges  for  the  work  of  the  coming  year 
were  then  received  from  associations  and  individuals.  S.  A.  Taggart, 
State  Secretary,  addressed  the  Convention  on  “  What  is  expected  of 
District  Committees."  He  was  followed  by  G.  A.  Hall,  New  York,  and 
Professor  G.  E.  Wilbur,  Bloomsburg,  who  spoke  on  the  work  in  the 
Seventh  District,  The  exercises  for  the  evening  and  Saturday  forenoon 
were  announced  by  the  various  committees,  and  the  session  closed  with 
singing  and  the  benediction  by  Rev.  S.  M.  Moore,  Tyrone. 

FRIDAY  EVENING. 

The  session  was  held  in  the  Market  Square  Presbyterian  Church, 
commencing  at  yyi  o’clock,  with  an  interesting  “Service  of  Song,”  con¬ 
ducted  by  J.  Howard  Seal,  Philadelphia,  assisted  by  others ;  after  which 
T.  B.  Patton,  Altoona,  presented  a  paper  oji  “  Our  work  among  railway 
men,  what  more  can  be  done?”  He  was  followed  by  E.  D.  Ingersoll, 
Railroad  Secretary  of  the  International  Executive  Committee;  A.  Dolbeer, 
Sunburg;  E.  J.  Skelley,  Altoona;  O.  M.  Barnes,  Meadville ;  W.  R.  Daven¬ 
port,  Erie,  in  short  addresses  bearing  on  the  same  subject.  The  large 
congregation  present  gave  evidence  of  deep  interest  in  the  subject  as 
presented,  and  seemed  greatly  impressed  with  its  importance.  After  the 
announcements  of  Saturday’s  exercises,  the  congregation  joined  in 
singing,  and  were  dismissed  with  the  benediction  by  Rev.  James  Dick¬ 
son,  Berwick. 

SATURDAY  MORNING . 

At  9  o’clock,  in  Association  Hall,  the  exercises  were  opened  with 
an  instructive  Bible  reading,  by  G.  A.  Hall,  New  York,  on  “  The  word 
of  God. 

At  9 yz  o’clock,  Vice-president  Humes,  Jersey  Shore,  in  the  chair. 
After  the  reading  of  minutes  and  adopting,  by  Convention,  a  conversa* 
tion  on  “  How  to  treat  the  disaffected  and  backsliding  ”  was  conducted 
by  W.  R.  Davenport,  in  which  many  took  part.  Parlor  Conferences  ; 
their  use  and  how  best  conducted,”  was  opened  with  a  paper  by  F.  C. 
Johnson,  Wilkesbarre,  followed  in  short  addresses  by  others.  R.  A.  Orr, 
Pittsburgh,  then  took  up  the  subject,  “Associated  study  of  the  Bible- 
illustrated  practically,”  by  leading  the  Convention  in  a  study  of  the 
word  upon  the  subject  of  Temptation,  which  was  found  to  be  the  most 
profitable  way  of  treating  the  subject.  After  the  various  announcements 
the  session  adjourned. 

SATURDAY  AFTERNOON. 

The  exercises  were  opened  with  a  Bible  reading  by  J.  Howard  Seal, 
Philadelphia,  the  President  in  the  chair.  The  minutes  being  read  and 
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adopted,  G.  A.  Hall,  New  York,  opened  the  subject,  “  The  finances  of 
Associations — the  sustaining  membership  plan.”  After  the  participation 
of  others,  the  time  was  extended  ten  minutes  to  secure  sustaining  mem¬ 
berships  for  the  State  work.  Subscriptions  amounting  to  $500  being 
pledged  by  delegates  at  the  time.  A  presentation  of  the  work  of  the 
International  Executive  Committee  was  made  by  N.  F.  Evans,  Philadel¬ 
phia,  a  member  of  the  Committee.  The  topic  ‘‘What  class  of  social 
entertainments  should  we  encourage,  and  how  conduct  them  ?”  was  opened 
with  an  excellent  paper  by  J  N.  Deeter,  Harrisburg,  followed  by  short 
addresses  from  others.  The  deciding  of  the  place  for  holding  the  next  Con¬ 
vention  being  in  order,  invitations  were  received  from  Erie  and  Williams¬ 
port.  On  motion  of  James  McCormick,  Jr.,  Harrisburg,  the  time  and  place 
of  holding  the  next  State  Convention  were  referred  to  the  State  Executive 
Committee.  The  Committee  on  Resolutions  presented  the  following, 
which  were  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Convention  :  Resolved ,  That  this 
Convention  adopt  the  following  resolutions,  which  have  already  been 
adopted  by  the  International  Executive  Committee,  and  the  Eighth 
Annual  Conference  of  General  Secretaries  of  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Associations,  held  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  June  5-8,  1878. 

Whereas : — It  has  been  publicly  asserted  that  persons  connected 
with  the  Association  have  engaged  in  criticism  of  the  official  action  of 
evangelical  ecclesiastical  bodies  ;  that  others  have  administered  the  ordi¬ 
nances  of  the  church ;  that  the  Associations  are  seeking  directly  or 
indirectly  by  lay  evangelism  and  a  new  church  organization  to  supplant 
or  supplement  existing  church  organizations  on  the  one  hand,  or  to 
disseminate  Plymouth  and  anti-church  views  on  the  other  ;  and 

Whereas ; — Much  public  discussion  has  taken  place  in  regard  to 
the  same,  and  the  Associations  as  organized  bodies  have  in  some  quarters 
been  charged  with  responsibility  for  these  utterances  or  acts,  or  some 
of  them ;  therefore 

Resolved : — That  we  reaffirm  the  deliverances  of  the  General  Con¬ 
ventions  of  the  Associations  of  this  Continent,  which  declare  in  substance 
that  the  Associations  are  not  political  or  merely  moral  reform  societies, 
nor  substitutes  for,  nor  rivals  of,  the  churches  of  Christ ;  that  they  hold 
the  obligation  and  duty  of  their  members  to  the  churches  with  which  they 
are  connected  as  superior  to  those  due  the  Association  ;  that  they  recog¬ 
nize  and  uphold  a  divinely  appointed  ministry ;  that  they  hold  that 
questions  of  doctrine  or  polity,  as  to  which  the  various  branches  of  the 
Evangelical  churches  are  not  agreed,  are  questions  with  which  as 
Associations  they  have  nothing  whatever  to  do. 

Resolved : — That  the  Associations  are  not  responsible  for  the  opin¬ 
ions,  public  declarations,  or  acts  of  those  who  may  be  members  of  them, 
unless  they  be  in  harmony  with  the  pronounced  official  judgment  of  the 
representative  bodies  of  the  Associations. 
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Resolved . — That  we  do  not  esteem  it  just  to  the  Associations, 
nor  to  their  members,  to  charge  them  with  the  adoption  or  approval  of 
the  acts  or  opinions  of  any  individual,  which  may  be  thought  unscriptural, 
unsound  or  unwise,  simply  for  the  reason  that  such  individuals  are 
members  of  an  Association,  or  office-bearers  in  the  same,  or  perform 
service  on  the  invitation  of  individual  Associations. 

Resolved : — That  we  hold  that  criticism  by  the  Associations,  or  by 
individuals  authorized  to  represent  them,  or  the  action  of  the  Evangelical 
ecclesiastical  bodies,  would  be  a  violation  of  the  fundamental  principle 
upon  which  the  members  of  the  Evangelical  denominations  united  to 
form  the  Association  ;  and  that  it  would  be  a  disregard  of  the  pledge 
given  by  them  and  observed  through  the  whole  period  of  their  growth, 
and  under  which  they  have  not  only  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the 
Evangelical  churches  and  ministry,  but  have  also  received  in  per¬ 
petuity  valuable  properties  from  the  members  of  all  these  Evangelical 
denominations. 

Resolved : — That  the  objects  of  the  Associations,  as  we  understand 
them  and  as  we  seek  to  promote  them,  are  stated  in  the  declaration 
made  at  Paris,  in  1855,  by  the  World’s  Conference  of  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Associations,  and  reaffirmed  at  Albany,  in  1866,  by  the  Annual 
Conventions  of  the  American  Associations,  as  follows  :  “  The  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Associations  seek  to  unite  those  young  men  who,  regarding 
Jesus  Christ  as  their  God  and  Saviour,  according  to  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
desire  to  be  his  disciples  in  their  doctrine  and  in  their  life,  and  to 
associate  their  efforts  for  the  extension  of  his  kingdom  among  young 
men;”  and 

Resolved : — That  we  consider  the  history  of  the  Associations  and  their 
official  action  as  furnishing  a  complete  answer  to  all  the  adverse  sug¬ 
gestions  herein  referred  to,  and  by  such  action  we  stand,  and  by  it  are 
content  to  have  these  societies  judged. 

Resolved : — That  the  Evangelical  test  of  membership  adopted  at  the 
International  Convention  at  Portland  in  1869,  and  subsequently  by  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Convention,  be  printed  with  the  minutes  of  this  Con¬ 
vention,  which  is  as  follows: 

“  Resolved : — That,  as  these  organizations  bear  the  name  of  Christian, 
and  profess  to  be  engaged  directly  in  the  Saviour’s  service,  so  it  is  clearly 
their  duty  to  maintain  the  control  and  management  of  all  their  affairs  in 
the  hands  of  those  who  profess  to  love  and  publicly  avow  their  faith  in 
Jesus,  the  Redeemer,  as  Divine,  and  who  testify  their  faith  by  becoming 
and  remaining  members  of  churches  held  to  be  Evangelical.  And  we 
hold  those  churches  to  be  Evangelical,  which,  maintaining  the  Holy 
Scriptures  to  be  the  only  infallible  rule  of  faith  and  practice,  do  believe 
in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  (the  only  begotten  of  the  Father,  King  of  Kings 
and  Lord  of  Lords,  in  whom  dwelleth  the  fullness  of  the  Godhead  bodily, 


and  who  was  made  sin  for  us,  though  knowing  no  sin,  bearing  our  sins 
in  His  own  body  on  the  tree),  as  the  only  name  under  heaven  given 
among  men  whereby  we  must  be  saved  from  everlasting  punishment.” 

Resolved ; — That  the  Associations  organized  after  this  date  shall  be 
entitled  to  representation  in  future  Conferences  of  the  Associated  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Associations  of  North  America,  upon  conditions  that 
they  be  severally  composed  of  young  men  in  communion  with  Evangeli¬ 
cal  churches  [provided  that  in  places  where  Associations  are  formed  by 
a  single  denomination,  members  of  other  denominations  are  not  excluded 
therefrom]  and  active  membership  and  the  right  to  hold  office  be  con¬ 
ferred  only  upon  those  who  are  members  in  good  standing  in  Evangeli¬ 
cal  churches. 

Also,  the  following  declaration  of  the  International  Convention  : 

Resolved : — That  we  consider  it  to  be  the  bounden  duty  of  members 
of  all  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations,  calling  themselves  Christian, 
to  hold  their  duties  and  obligations  to  their  respective  churches,  and  to 
services  of  the  same,  as  having  a  prior  claim  upon  their  sympathy  and 
efforts. 

Resolved : — That  in  the  prosecution  of  the  work  for  the  Saviour  among 
young  men  which  they  have  assumed,  they  should  heartily  and  zealously 
co-operate  with  the  divinely  appointed  ministry,  and  with  all  Evangelical 
bodies  of  Christians. 

Further  resolutions  were  offered  and  adopted.  The  substance  is 
as  follows : 

First. — That  Associations  think  carefully,  devise  wisely,  and  pray 
earnestly  for  the  boys,  who  are  soon  to  be  young  men. 

Second . — That  they  hold  parlor  conferences,  as  defined  and  explained 
during  the  sessions  of  this  Convention. 

Third. — That  they  give  careful  consideration  to  the  prosecution  of 
the  social  and  literary  branches  by  such  wise  efforts  as  may  help  and  not 
in  any  way  interfere  with  the  spiritual  part  of  their  work. 

Fourth. — That  we  extend  our  hearty  thanks  to  the  Association  and 
citizens  of  Harrisburg  for  their  cordial  and  hearty  reception  and  open- 
hearted  hospitality  ;  to  the  press  of  Harrisburg  for  the  favors  extended, 
and  to  the  officers  of  railroads,. who  extended  to  us  reduced  fares  over 
their  lines  ;  also  to  G.  A.  Hall,  State  Secretary,  New  York,  E.  D.  Inger- 
soll,  Railway  Secretary,  and  L.  D.  Wishard,  College  Secretary  of  the 
International  Committee,  for  their  presence  and  the  instruction  and 
encouragement  they  have  given  us. 

The  Committee  on  Executive  Committee’s  Report  presented  the 
following  : 

We  congratulate  the  Associations  of  the  State  upon  the  favorable 
exhibit  of  last  year’s  labors,  which  is  made  in  the  report  of  the  State 
Executive  Committee : 


Resolved : — That  we  record  our  high  appreciation  of  the  work  of  our 
State  Executive  Committee  during  the  past  year,  and  believe  that  our 
united  interests  in  their  hands  will,  under  God’s  blessing,  be  eminently 
prospered  in  the  year  to  come  ;  that  we  acknowledge  our  thanks  to  the 
State  Secretary  for  his  indefatigable  and  self-sacrificing  labors  in  our 
cause,  and  to  whose  wisdom  in  counsel,  as  well  as  enthusiasm,  and  words 
of  encouragement,  we  owe  much  in  our  individual  fields  of  labor.  We 
are  encouraged  with  the  progress  and  results  of  the  work  of  Executive 
Committees  in  those  Districts  where  they  have  been  most  active,  and 
fully  establish  their  value  as  an  agency  in  our  work,  and  would  recom¬ 
mend  the  formation  of  such  committees  in  all  unorganized  Districts  as 
speedily  as  possible.  We  would  further  recommend  : 

First. — That  the  District  Committees  put  forth  still  greater  efforts  to 
wisely  form  new  organizations  and  promote  intervisitation  and  co-opera¬ 
tion  among  those  already  formed. 

Second. — That  the  State  Committee  extend  as  much  as  possible  their 
work  among  railway  men. 
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Third. — That  special  efforts  be  made  to  further  establish  Associa¬ 
tions  in  colleges  and  seminaries  of  learning  in  the  State. 

Fourth. — That  the  State  Committee  inquire  whether  more  could  not 
be  done  by  our  Local  Associations  to  reach  the  large  body  of  young  men 
engaged  as  commercial  agents  and  traveling  salesmen. 

Fifth. — That  Associations  in  the  cities  and  larger  towns  employ  the 
services  of  a  general  secretary  whenever  practicable. 

The  report  was  received  and  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  report  the  following  as  the  list  of 
Delegates  to  the  Convention  : 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  report  the  following 

List  of  Delegates. 

Altoona. — G.  W.  Artur,  George- A.  Reeves,  L.  F.  Stahl. 

Allentown.— James  B.  Cole. 

Altoona  {Railroad).— Thomas  Bell,  T.  F.  Patton,  James  T.  Deloziet,  E.  J.  Shelly,  Wil¬ 
liam  Burbank. 

Apollo—  Frank  R.  Townsend. 

Allegheny  College—  James  A.  Ballantyne. 

Armagh.  — W.  E.  Mathews. 

Baldwin. — Joseph  Potts,  J.  G.  Keller.  Rev.  J.  H.  Woods,  J.  A.  Work,  Thomas  Myers. 

Blairsville.—ll.  I.  Shepley.  John  Hill,  James  F.  Elder. 

Bloomsburg.—  George  E.  Wilbur,  E.  II.  Witman. 

BeUcfonte.—GeueTiX]  James  A.  Beaver,  J.  W.  Gephart. 

Berwick.— Harry  Horton,  Oliver  Clewell,  Charles  West,  Rev.  James  Dixon,  Colonel 
C.  G.  Jackson. 

Buffalo—  Samuel  Merchant 

Bakerstown . — John  H.  Hill. 

Butler. — John  F.  Lowry,  E.  H.  Anderson,  William  Wagner. 

Boiling  Spring.— Rev.  J.  F.  Diener. 

Carlisle—  Andrew  Blair,  Albert  A.  Line,  J.  C.  Stock. 

Chester.— John  W.  Miles. 


Danville—  W .  D.  Zehnder,  F.  M.  Herrington,  Charles  Woods. 

Duncannon.— Gilbert  Branyan,  Elmer  Cromleigh,  L.  B.  Fahnestock,  L.  E.  McGinnis, 
Rev.  J.  J.  Kerr,  John  A.  Shearer,  William  J.  Sheibley,  S.  L.  Shull,  Joseph  Wilson,  W.  J. 
Rink. 

Erie  —  W.  R.  Davenport,  F.  J.  French,  W.  E.  Wayte. 

Greenpark.—Wm.  Bernheisel,  Fred.  S.  Cooper. 

Germantown. — J.  B.  Wood. 

Gettysburg  ( Pennsylvania  College).— D.  McConaughy,  W.  P.  Swartz. 

Hazleton. — John  R.  Rote,  Harry  Casselberry, 

Hartleton.— Wm.  H.  Harter. 

Harrisburg. — G.  M.  McCauley,  S.  J.  M.  McCarrell,  D.  W.  Cox,  A.  J.  Whitney,  D.  R. 
Wyeth,  J.  M.  Peddicord,  H.  A.  Nunemacher,  C.  H.  Zehnder,  Jas.  McConaughy,  Geo.  W. 
Reinhard,  G.  W.  Ernest. 

Independence—  James M.  Perrin. 

Indiana.— H .  A.  Thompson,  James  M.  Sutton.  Rev.  A.  C.  Ehrenfeldt. 

Jersey  Shore.—  John  Staver,  Thomas  Calvert,  Hamilton  B.  Humes. 

Lafayette  College—  Rev.  W.  C.  Cattell,  D.  D.,  A.  A.  Dewing. 

Lancaster. — Edward  Bookmyer,  H.  A.  Williamson,  David  R.  Thompson,  Daniel  S. 
Kurtz,  William  B.  Kurtz,  George  R.  Geiger,  D.  S.  Bursk,  A.  F.  Hostetter,  H.  R.  Kraber, 
Rev.  C.  Reimensnyder,  S.  B.  Herr. 

Lewisburg.—G.  S.  1VT attack,  C.  W.  Longbay. 

Lebanon.—  David  Walker,  George  Ross,  C.  Penrose  Shirk,  A.S.  Light,  Rev.  J.  A.  Rond- 
thaler. 

Millerstown. — W.  H.  Hainer. 

Mijfiinburg .— John  L.  Strong,  S.  B.  Hoffman,  W.  L.  Hoffman,  J.  L.  Gutelius. 

Meadville  (Laymen’s).-  Silas  Ferry. 

(Meadville  Railway  Branch). — O.  M.  Barnes. 

Mount  Joy.— J.  R.  Hoffer,  Joseph  H  Raber,  Rev.  Maris  Graves,  C.  M.  Good. 

Neiv  Alexandria.— George  Gallagher,  J.  N.  Francis. 

New  Bloomfield.— Elton  Wallace,  Charles  Kitner,  James  Stine. 

New  Cumberland.— Dr.  J.  W.  Roop,  Frank  Feeman,  Jesse  Oren. 

New  Berlin. — William  H.  Hartman,  Henry  B.  Gross,  George  D.  Singer. 

Newport. — H.  C.  Gantt,  J.  L.  Snyder,  G.  W.  Reiter,  Jacob  Coble,  B.  F.  Brown,  J.  H. 
Cumbler,  M.  L.  Liggett. 

Norristown  —  C.  P.  Weaver. 

Perkasie  — John  Schwartz. 

Philadelphia.— Nelson  F.  Evans,  W.  H.  Curtis,  Thomas  Marshall,  J.  Howard  Seal. 
PoVsgrove.— Davis  B.  Wolliver. 

Pittsburg—  Smith  Agnevv,  Jr.,  S.  P.  Harbison,  R.  A.  Orr,  Frank  R.  Brocklebank. 
Reading. — William  H.  Shick,  Henry  J.  Rhoads. 

Renovo.— William  PI.  Hitchcock. 

Shamokin. — W.  A.  Keagy. 

Shermansdale. — Wilson  Smiley,  T.  M.  Drongold,  Jacob  Billow. 

Stale  Lick.— Bev.  Luther  McCampbell. 

Pennsylvania  State  College. — W.  K.  Foster,  John  W.  Heston,  Rev.  Dr.  James  Calder. 
Sunbury.— James  Roy,  George  B.  Reimensnyder,  Alonzo  Dolbeer,William  H.  Druclte- 
miller. 

Shirmenstown.— D.  D.  Landis,  Daniel  Rupp,  IP.  B.  Rupp. 

Tyrone.— Rev .  S.  M.  Moore. 

Watsontown.— George  A.  Lippencott. 

West  Lebanon—  G.  W.  Collins,  W.  S.  Lainey. 

Whitestown.—A.  G.  Stewart. 

Wilkesbarre.— F.  C.  Johnson,  George  S.  Bennett. 

Williamsport—  C.  E.  Hicks,  E.  E.  Finney,  PI.  Howard  Otto,  J.  E.  Dayton. 

Wilkin sburg.—B.  K.  Allen. 

Washington  and  Jefferson  (College). — Newton  Donaldson. 

York.—D.  E.  Small,  B.  S.  Dice,  Henry  A.  Ebert,  Henry  Small,  Charles  Sechrist, 
Clarence  E.  Eisenhart,  Dr.  Niles  H.  Shearer. 
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Slate  at  Large—  S.  A.  Taggart,  State  Secretary. 

Corresponding  Members— Nr.  George  A.  Hall,  State  Secretary  of  New  York  ;  Mr.  E.  D. 
Ingersoll,  R.  R.  Secretary  International  Committee  ;  Hr.  Burns,  Philadelphia  ;  Mr.  J.  B.  G. 
Kinsloe,  Lock  Haven;  Mr.  E.  H.  Sneath,  Wyoming  Seminary,  Kingston;  Rev.  William 
H.  Pickop,  Packerton,  Christian  Association. 

After  the  final  reports  of  the  Business  and  Devotional  Committees 
for  the  evening  and  Sabbath’s  exercises,  the  session  was  adjourned. 

SATURDAY  EVENING. 

The  session  was  held  in  the  Market  Square  Presbyterian  Church, 
being  opened  with  a  praise  and  promise  meeting,  after  which,  Mr.  L.  D. 
Wishard,  College  Secretary  of  the  International  Executive  Committee, 
addressed  the  large  audience  upon  the  work  of  Associations  in  Colleges. 
He  was  followed  by  R.  M.  Mateer,  of  Princeton  College  ;  A.  A.  Dewing, 
Lafayette  College  ;  D.  McConaughy,  Pennsylvania  College  ;  W.  K.  Foster 
and  Rev.  Dr.  Calder,  President  of  the  State  College  ;  J.  A.  Ballentyne, 
Allegheny  College;  Newton  Donaldson,  Washington  and  Jefferson  Col¬ 
lege.  This  was  the  first  time  this  special  branch  of  the  work  was  so  fully 
set  forth  in  our  State  Convention,  and  none  could  fail  to  be  impressed 
with  its  importance  and  encouragements  for  the  future.  The  closing  exer¬ 
cises  were  conducted  by  G.  A.  Hall,  New  York,  which  were  chiefly  devo¬ 
tional,  and  with  special  reference  to  the  salvation  of  souls  and  prepara¬ 
tion  for  the  services  of  the  Sabbath,  after  which  the  congregation  was 
dismissed. 


SABBATH. 

At  nine  o’clock,  in  Association  Hall,  a  consecration  meeting  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  G.  A.  Hall,  New  York.  It  was  a  season  of  blessing,  very  many 
taking  partin  the  solemn  exercises.  At  3 ]/2  P  M.,  D.  W.  Whittle,  evan¬ 
gelist,  of  Chicago,  who  had  arrived  the  evening  previous,  addressed  a 
large  meeting  for  young  men,  in  the  Lutheran  Church, which  was  attended 
with  deep  interest.  At  4.30,  F.  C.  Johnson, Wilkesbarre,  led  a  meeting  for 
boys,  in  Association  Hall,  and  at  six  different  points  in  the  city,  open-air 
meetings  were  conducted  by  many  delegates.  In  the  evening,  at  72- 
o’clock,  a  meeting  for  railroad  men  was  held  in  the  Ridge  Avenue  M.  E. 
Church,  led  by  E.  D.  Ingersoll,  which  was  largely  attended,  while  at  the 
same  hour,  in  the  Grace  M.  E.  Church,  the  farewell  meeting  was  held. 
Rev.  Dr.  Swartz,  Harrisburg,  led  in  prayer,  followed  by  the  reading  of  the 
twelfth  chapter  of  Romans,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Robinson,  Harrisburg,  selections 
of  hymns  being  sung  at  suitable  intervals,  while  the  very  large  audience 
was  addressed  by  J.  Howard  Seal,  Philadelphia;  C.  G.  Jackson,  Berwick  ; 
L.  D.  Wishard,  Princeton,  N.  J. ;  G.  A.  Hall,  New  York ;  D.  W.  Whittle, 
Chicago ;  Rev.  R.  Hinkle,  Harrisburg ;  G.  S.  Bennett,  Wilkesbarre, 
President  of  the  Convention.  The  closing  exercises  were  conducted  by 
S.  A.  Taggart,  in  a  short  address,  when  the  delegates  joined  hands,  sing¬ 
ing  the  closing  hymn,  “  Blest  be  the  Tie  that  Binds,”  after  which  a  large 
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number  of  the  delegates,  in  very  short  petitions,  took  audible  part  in  the 
closing  prayer.  The  exercises  were  touchingly  impressive,  bringing  to  a 
close  the  Eleventh  Annual  Convention  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Associations  of  Pennsylvania,  which,  in  its  combination  of  spirituality 
and  instruction,  was  pronounced  by  many  the  best  ever  held  in  the 
State. 

The  records  of  the  exercises  have  been  greatly  abbreviated,  and  many 
names  of  those  who  took  part  in  the  Convention  omitted  to  make  room 
for  extracts  from  the  conversations  that  were  conducted,  and  the  papers 
that  were  read,  believing  it  would  be  more  useful  to  our  Associations 
and  those  in  whose  hands  this  report  may  be  placed. 

Substance  of  Conversations  as  Conducted  during  the  Con¬ 
vention. 

No.  i. — “  Difficulties  in  the  work  of  our  Associations.  How  best  meet 
them  ?”  How  can  we  interest  the  membership  in  our  business  meetings  ? 
Be  interested  yourself,  and  then  stick  to  them  until  you  get  them  inter¬ 
ested.  Have  a  board  of  managers,  or  business  committee.  Let  them 
manage  the  business,  and  report  for  approval  to  the  Association.  Let 
the  managers  take  tea  together.  Do  not  waste  time  on  business, — have 
literary  exercises,  or  an  address  and  singing  interspersed. 

How  shall  we  get  the  young  men  that  stand  on  our  streets  to  come  to 
our  rooms  ?  Let  each  one  try  to  reach  a  man,  and  not  men.  Make  them 
feel  at  home.  If  at  a  meeting,  prepare  for  it.  Make  personal  acquaint¬ 
ance  and  effort  at  the  close  of  meeting.  Form  a  Yoke  Fellow’s  band  and 
go  out  twenty  minutes  before  meeting  and  invite  them  to  come.  Do  not 
be  discouraged  if  they  refuse.  Stick  to  them  Make  them  feel  by  your 
interest  and  perseverance  that  it  is  to  their  interest  to  come. 

How  best  increase  the  membership  of  small  Associations  ?  By  per¬ 
sonal  effort.  By  a  systematic  canvass  of  the  place,  By  sticking  to  the 
work,  if  only  a  few,  and  making  it  permanent,  thus  convincing  the  people 
you  mean  something.  By  looking  after  the  boys,  who  are  soon  to  be 
young  men.  By  a  judicious  use  of  the  press.  By  giving  each  one  some¬ 
thing  to  do.  By  making  your  meetings  varied  and  interesting,  as  well  as 
profitable. 

Can  we  have  an  officer  in  all  our  Associations,  without  salary,  who 
will  perform  duties  similar  to  that  of  General  Secretary  ?  Yes,  if  the  right 
man  can  be  found,  and  he  is  willing  and  able  to  devote  time  to  it.  He 
should  be  made  a  permanent  officer,  so  long  as  satisfaction  is  given.  Fre¬ 
quent  changes  hurt  the  work.  He  should  organize  and  arrange  the  work, 
look  after  workers,  in  short,  look  after  all  the  details  of  Association  work,— 
not  doing  it,  but  seeing  that  it  is  done.  Let  him  be  called  General  or 
Honorary  Secretary. 


21 


Conversation  No.  2. — “  How  shall  our  work  in  its  reflex  influence  be 
of  most  benefit  to  our  individual  churches?”  Avoid  conflict  with  the 
regular  meetings  of  churches.  Let  members  be  useful  and  zealous  in 
their  own  churches.  Some  Associations  have  committees  to  visit  the 
different  prayer-meetings  of  churches  to  help  pastors.  Insist  on  every 
one  who  is  converted  being  a  professed  Christian  in  connection  with 
some  one  of  the  Evangelical  churches.  Go  to  the  pastors,  tell  them  of 
the  Association  work  ;  get  their  advice.  Do  not  expect  too  much  active 
help  from  them,  as  they  are  generally  busy.  Send  printed  invitations  to 
the  hotels.  Having  a  list  of  the  Evangelical  churches,  with  hours  of  ser¬ 
vice,  invite  strangers.  Do  not  speak  of  the  Association  as  an  organiza¬ 
tion  outside  of  the  Church.  It  is  not.  It  is  a  mission  of  the  Evangelical 
churches  to  young  men.  Subscribe  for  the  Watchman,  the  Association 
paper,  published  in  Chicago.  Let  the  Association  have  a  copy  sent  to 
each  minister  in  the  place.  Make  your  first  duty  to  be  to  your  own 
denomination,  and  the  Association  afterwards.  The  one  should  be  a 
help  to  the  other.  Do  not  pay  any  attention  to  those  who  are  unreason¬ 
able  and  disposed  to  find  fault. 

Conversation  No.  3. — “What  features  of  Association  work  not 
directly  spiritual,  should  be  prosecuted?”  Social  receptions  for  young 
men,  either  in  the  rooms  or  at  some  private  house,  can  be  given.  Let 
them  see  that  you  are  interested  in  them  personally ;  intersperse  it  with 
good  singing  ;  occasionally  a  select  reading.  Form  a  lvceum.  Do  not 
draw  off  from  the  spiritual  work  by  these.  Try  to  get  young  men  who 
are  not  active  to  take  hold  of  the  social  and  literary  work.  Have  a 
library.  Have  a  reading-room  if  you  can.  Get  some  good  man  in  your 
own  or  neighboring  town  to  come  and  give  you  a  talk  (do  not  call  it  a 
lecture)  on  some  scientific  or  other  interesting  subject.  Let  them  be  free. 
Have  occasional  home  talent  concerts.  Watch  carefully  that  these  do 
not  hurt  instead  of  helping  in  the  spiritual  part  of  the  work.  Have 
book-receptions  if  you  have  a  library.  Send  out  invitations  to  all  who 
come  to  bring  a  book.  Make  it  social  and  pleasant.  Have  a 
literary  and  scientific  circle,  similar  to  the  Chautauqua  one.  Have  a 
supper,  invite  by  ticket  the  young  men  you  wish  to  reach.  At  sociables 
it  is  good  to  have  brief  talks  on  some  subject  previously  arranged.  Let 
there  be  some  religious  exercises  at  the  close. 

Conversation  No.  4. — “  How  treat  the  disaffected  and  backsliding?” 
Find  out  their  condition.  Make  them  the  subjects  of  prayer  and  per¬ 
sonal  effort.  Send  the  right  person  to  them.  Remove  any  just  ground 
of  offense.  Invite  them  to  the  meetings.  Show  them  your  interest  in 
them  personally.  If  they  have  fallen  away  in  religious  life,  let  the  one  who 
would  most  likely  influence  them  be  sent  to  them.  If  they  are  trouble¬ 
some  and  disturb  the  work,  it  is  best  to  do  without  them.  Most  of  them, 
however,  have  grown  cold.  Endeavor  to  enlist  them  actively  by  bring¬ 
ing  them  to  the  meetings,  and  giving  them  something  to  do. 
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Conversation  No.  5. — “  The  finances  of  Associations — the  sustaining- 
membership  plan.”  In  many  Associations  there  is  difficulty  in  securing 
funds,  owing  in  many  instances  to  the  lack  of  proper  business  manage¬ 
ment.  In  nearly  all  our  Associations  there  are  members  who  are  able 
and  willing  to  pay  more  than  their  annual  dues.  There  are  also  other 
liberally  disposed  persons  in  the  community  not  active  members,  who, 
when  solicited,  give  something.  The  sustaining  membership  seek;s  to 
make  this  irregular  source  of  income  a  permanent  and  annual  revenue, 
and  to  give  the  contributors  a  recognized  relationship  to  the  Association. 
The  membership  of  this  class  is  constituted  by  the  annual  payment  of 

-  dollars.  In  the  cities  and  large  towns  it  is  ten  dollars.  In  the 

smaller  places  less.  It  is  fixed  at  a  number  sufficient  to  secure  the 
amount  of  money  required.  A  membership  entitles  one  person  to 
admission  to  all  the  privileges  of  the  Association,  such  as  library,  classes, 
receptions,  etc.,  also  lectures  and  concerts,  given  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Association.  These  privileges  being  transferable,  one  person  may 
subscribe  for  several  memberships,  and  take  them  for  friends  or 
young  men.  The  following  is  the  form  of  the  Sustaining  Membership 
Pledge  ; 

I  hereby  promise  to  pay  to  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  of - 

the  sum  of - dollars,  on  the - day  of  - - .  and  on  the  same  date 

of  every  year  thereafter,  in  payment  of  a  Sustaining  Membership  in  said  Association  ; 
the  same  to  hold  good  until  revoked  by  me,  in  writing,  addressed  to  the  President  of  the 

Association.  It  being  understood  that  this  obligation  shall  not  be  binding  until - 

memberships  are  subscribed. 

The  advantages  claimed  are  : — First.  The  conditions  being  complied 
with,  the  contract  is  legally  binding.  Second.  It  is  permanent,  not 
requiring  annual  renewal.  The  time  and  labor  given  in  soliciting  funds, 
year  by  year,  may  be  turned  into  other  channels,  the  new  work  required 
being  the  filling  of  vacancies  as  they  occur.  Third.  It  has  no  force  until 
the  number  necessary  to  provide  the  required  income  is  secured.  The 
person  taking  the  obligation  may  thus  feel  assured  that  the  Association 
will  be  well  sustained,  and  that  there  will  not  be  a  call  for  further  con¬ 
tributions.  Fourth.  It  provides  an  honorable  withdrawal  from  the  obli¬ 
gation,  if  circumstances  make  such  a  course  necessary.  Such  a  system 
as  this  would,  of  course,  have  to  be  modified  so  as  to  be  adapted  to  the 
place,  but  even  among  the  smallest  associations  in  the  country,  it  might 
be  of  great  benefit. 

Topic  No.  2  :  Associated  study  of  the  Bible  by  topics  illustrated 
practically.  Each  one  should  have  a  Bible.  A  leader  should  be 
secured,  having  a  subject  selected  and  preparation  made.  The  follow¬ 
ing  is  an  outline  of  the  topical  Bible  Study,  as  conducted  at  the  Conven¬ 
tion  by  Mr.  R.  A.  Orr,  Pittsburgh  : 

SUB  JECT :  —  TEMPTA  TION. 

Difference  between  temptation  and  sin. — Matt.  4:1,  I  Pet.  2  :  22, 
Jieb.  4:15,  James  1  :  14,  15. 


How  we  are  tejnpted. — Jas.  i  :  13,  Gen.  22  :  1,  Matt.  6:13, 

1  Thess,  3:5,  2  Cor.  11  :  3,  2  Cor.  11  :  14,  Rev.  12  :  9,  Jas.  1  :  14, 

2  Cor.  12  :  7,  Matt.  26  :  69,  70,  1  Tim.  6  :  9,  10,  Prov.  28  :  20,  Luke  8  :  14, 
Josh.  7  :  2i,  Prov.  30  :  9,  Prov.  1  :  10,  1  Cor.  15  :  33,  Prov.  16  :  29, 
Acts  5:1,2,  Numb.  22  :  17,  1  Kings  12  :  26-28,  Prov.  8  :  25-27,  Matt. 
4:6. 

How  shall  we  overcoine. — Heb.  4  :  16,  Matt.  26  :  41,  1  Pet.  5  :  8, 
Prov.  1:15,  Prov.  4  :  14,  15,  Jas.  4  :  7,  1  Pet.  5  :  9,  Eph.  6  :  16,  Matt.  4  :  48, 

Eph.  6  :  17,  2  Cor.  12  :  8,  9,  Luke  4  :  13. 

Encouragement. — 2  Pet.  2:9,  1  Cor.  10  :  13,  2  Cor.  12  :  9,  Deut. 
33  :  25,  Jude  24,  Heb.  4  :  15,  Heb.  2  :  18,  Luke  4  :  2,  John  17  :  5. 

Topic  No.  1,  “  The  boys  who  are  soon  to  be  young  men.  What  can 

we  do  for  them  ?”  was  opened  with  an  interesting  paper  by  Mr.  W.  E. 
Wayte,  Erie.  It  has  not  been  furnished  for  publication.  This  subject 
awakened  meat  interest  in  the  Convention.  Yerv  few  of  our  Associa- 

o  J 

tions  are  doing  anything  in  this  direction,  yet  the  boys  of  to-day  will  be 
the  young  men  of  to-morrow.  An  hour  in  the  Sunday-school  once  a 
week  even  will  not  suffice  for  the  education  of  the  streets  that  many  of 
them  get  six  nights  in  the  week.  It  was  demonstrated  that  much  could 
be  done  for  them.  If  one  good  man  can  be  found  in  each  Association  who 
has  it  on  his  heart,  and  is  constrained  by  the  love  of  Christ  to  enter  into 
this  field  with  patience  and  tact,  the  boys  can  be  reached  and  influenced 
for  good.  S^rne  of  our  Associations  make  it  a  very  important  branch  of 
their  work.  Harrisburg,  Hazleton  and  Erie  might  be  mentioned  as 
instances.  It  is  hoped  that  many,  if  not  all,  of  our  Associations  in  the 
State  may  do  something  in  this  direction,  and  by  communicating  with 
the  Secretary  of  the  Associations  mentioned,  they  may  get  valuable  hints 
as  to  how  it  may  be  prosecuted. 

Topic  No.  3  was  opened  by  F.  C.  Johnson,  Wilkesbarre,  who  said  : 
Although  parlor  conferences  are  of  recent  introduction  into  Association 
work,  they  have  been  attended  with  such  practical  results  as  to  entitle 
them  to  a  hearty  recommendation  to  the  Convention.  The  parlor  con¬ 
ference  is  of  special  utility. 

First. — In  District  work ,  where  members  of  Associations  and  of 
executive  committees  are  engaged  in  preparing  the  ground  for  new 
organizations.  A  practical  beginning  is  to  learn  as  much  as  possible  of 
the  point  at  which  an  organization  is  proposed,  either  by  correspondence, 
or,  what  is  better,  by  personal  observation  on  the  part  of  some  active 
worker.  If  there  seems  to  be  a  need  there  for  a  work  that  could  be  done 
by  a  combined  force  of  young  men,  arrange  for  a  conference  at  some 
private  house  in  the  neighborhood,  endeavoring  to  secure  the  attendance 
of  all  who  would  be  of  service,  and  who  would  be  willing  to  engage  in  the 
proposed  Association  work.  The  pastors  should  be  asked  to  attend,  as 
their  knowledge  of  the  special  needs  of  the  place  will  be  invaluable. 
The  meetings  should  be  informal,  although  they  might  properly  be 
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opened  with  prayer,  and  enlivened  by  singing  and  music.  The  discus¬ 
sion  should  be  conversational,  visiting  members  giving  the  benefit  of 
their  knowledge  of  Association  work,  endeavoring  to  favorably  impress 
the  Conference  with  the  importance  of  such  combined  Christian  effort, 
the  encouragements  attending  the  same,  and  answering  the  objections 
that  may  arise.  If  the  cause  has  been  earnestly  presented,  and  the  field 
seems  open,  the  resident  brethren  should  arrange  for  a  speedy  organiza¬ 
tion  and  immediate  entrance  upon  the  work  that  presents  itself.  The 
object  of  the  Conference  having  been  accomplished,  the  remainder  of  the 
evening  may  profitably  be  spent  in  social  intercourse.  The  presence  of 
Christian  ladies  will  add  materially  to  the  interest  of  the  Conference,  as 
well  as  enlisting  their  aid  in  the  proposed  organization. 

Second. — Another  use  of  the  Parlor  Conference  is  for  fraternal  visita¬ 
tion  on  the  fart  of  one  Association  with  another,  thus  promoting  a 
mutual  interchange  of  thought  in  considering  the  various  modes  and 
methods  of  work  in  hand.  The  personal  contact  of  representative  men 
in  different  Associations  will  be  found  of  great  advantage,  and  one  Asso¬ 
ciation  will  be  encouraged  by  the  success  of  another,  at  the  same  time 
profiting  by  its  mistakes. 

Third. — The  speaker  suggested  that  each  Association  might  hold 
with  profit  occasional  Conferences  of  its  members  at  their  homes,  at 
which  their  own  work  should  be  the  principal  topic  of  conversation,  and 
ways  and  means  devised  for  a  more  extended  usefulness.  These  home 
Conferences  should  partake  of  the  nature  of  receptions  for  the  members, 
the  advantages  of  which  are  apparent.  Special  effort  should  be  made  to 
secure  the  attendance  of  associate  members,  as  well  as  nominally  active, 
but  really  inactive  members,  as  by  the  social  influence  they  may  be 
drawn  into  the  work.  Newly  elected  members  ought  to  be*  invited, 
introducing  them  to  the  brethren,  and  acquainting  them  with  the  objects 
of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association.  Any  desirable  feature  of  a 
reception  should  be  introduced,  although  experience  has  shown  that  no 
refreshments  should  be  served,  it  being  inconvenient  and  perhaps  impos¬ 
sible  for  some  who  would  be  glad  to  invite  a  Conference  if  such  prepara¬ 
tions  were  not  necessary. 

In  all  of  this  variety  of  Parlor  Conferences  it  will  be  found  that  their 
value  is  in  their  personal  character.  There  is  a  magnetism  in  hand-to- 
hand  work  that  will  draw  men  more  closely  to  the  Master  and  his  service 
than  will  any  other  method. 

Topic  No  4:  “  What  class  of  social  entertainments  should  we  encour¬ 
age,  and  how  conduct  them  ?  ”  was  opened  with  an  excellent  paper  by 
J.  N.  Deeter,  Harrisburg.  It  is  hoped  that  this  paper  may  be  published 
in  full  in  the  Watchman,  the  national  organ  of  communication  for  Asso¬ 
ciations,  published  at  Chicago.  The  most  important  features  of  this  sub¬ 
ject  have  been  touched  upon  in  Conversation  No.  3. 


Topic  No.  5  :  “Our  railway  work :  what  more  can  be  done  ?”  was  pre¬ 
sented  in  a  suggestive  paper,  by  T  B.  Patton,  Altoona.  This  important 
branch  of  work  received  more  attention  than  ever  before  at  our  State 
Convention.  Should  this  report  fall  into  the  hands  of  any  one  who  is 
interested  in  railway  men,  and  he  lives  in  a  place  where  an  organized 
work  among  them  might  be  commenced,  he  is  earnestly  requested  to 
communicate  with  S.  A.  Taggart,  State  Secretary,  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Associations,  Pittsburgh. 

DISTRICT  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEES. 

What  is  expected  of  them. 

First. — One  good  man  should  be  selected  from  each  Association  to 
act,  either  as  a  corresponding,  or  regular  member  of  the  committee. 
The  only  difference  between  the  two  is  that  a  regular  member  is  expected 
to  be  at  the  regular  meetings  of  the  committee,  while  the  corres¬ 
ponding  member,  by  reason  of  distance,  may  be  unable,  yet  can  cor¬ 
respond  by  letter. 

Second. — The  regular  meetings  of  the  committee  should  be  few,  yet 
sufficient,  and  held  at  a  central  place,  unless  called  where  a  District 
Convention  is  to  be  held. 

TJiird. — A  corresponding  member  for  each  county  in  the  district  is 
appointed  by  the  State  Executive  Committee,  who,  in  turn,  form  the 
nucleus  of  the  District  Committee,  adding  to  their  numbers  from  each 
Association,  as  the  way  may  be  open,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
State  Committee. 

Fourth. — The  chairman  and  secretary  of  the  district  shall  call  all 
meetings  of  the  committee,  upon  their  own  account,  or  upon  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  three  of  its  members.  In  case  the  places  of  the  chairman 
and  secretary  are  vacant,  two  members  can  hold  a  meeting. 

Fifth. — At  each  meeting,  the  wants  of  each  Association  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  shall  be  carefully  considered.  They  shall  decide  where  district 
and  local  conventions  shall  be  held.  They  shall  appoint  each  mem¬ 
ber  to  look  after  a  certain  field,  and  shall  so  divide  the  work  up  among 
them  that  each  point  in  the  district  can  be  reached  by  Gospel  and 
Association  meetings,  parlor  conferences,  etc. 

Sixth. — Each  member  shall  keep  the  secretary  informed  as  to  the 
need  of  his  Association  and  field.  He  shall  receive  all  letters,  circulars, 
and  notices  pertaining  to  international,  state,  district,  and  local  con¬ 
ventions,  and  promptly  present  them  to  his  Association.  He  shall  see 
that,  if  possible,  delegates  are  appointed  to  each,  and  inform  the  sec¬ 
retary  to  that  effect. 

Seventh. — He  shall  look  after  all  contributions  of  his  Association, 
made  to  the  state  or  international  work,  see  that  the  matter  is  properly 
presented,  and  devise  such  plans  as  may  secure,  if  possible,  such  con¬ 
tribution,  and  promptly  report  the  same  to  the  secretary. 
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Eighth. — He  is  to  secure  the  most  efficient  help  from  his  Associa¬ 
tion  he  can,  in  visiting  neighboring  points,  looking  after  new  fields, 
holding  meetings,  and  in  performing  that  part  of  the  work  which  may  be 
assigned  him  by  the  committee. 

Ninth. — It  is  well  that  the  committee  should  have  a  headquarters, 
and,  if  suitable,  the  chairman,  secretary,  and  an  additional  member 
should  be  located  in  one  place.  They  should  keep  the  State  Executive 
Committee  informed  as  to  the  condition  of  their  field,  and  make  applica¬ 
tion  for  the  services  of  the  State  Secretary. 

Tenth. — In  case  of  any  member  neglecting  to  serve,  his  place,  unless 
for  good  reason,  should  be  declared  vacant,  and  another  appointed  to 
it,  and,  when  satisfaction  is  given,  the  place  should  be  permanent. 

Eleventh. — This  work  is  not  in  any  sense  to  hinder  Associations,  as 
such,  from  holding  meetings  at  any  point  when  the  way  may  be  open, 
nor  are  the  members  of  this  committee  expected  to  do  all  the  work,  but 
only  to  see  that  it  is  done,  gathering  about  them  the  best  help  of  the  Asso¬ 
ciations  to  which  they  belong. 
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TREASURER’S  REPORT. 


H.  K.  Forter ,  Treasurer,  in  accoimt  with  State  Executive  Committee, 
Young  Men  s  Christian  Associations  of  Peimsylvania,  for  the  Fiscal  Year 
ending  October  /,  1878. 


Dr. 

To  balance  from  1876-77,  .  .  $1.07 

To  Advertisements  secured  by  Mr. 

Thos.  Marshall.  Philadelphia,  Pa.182.87 
To  subscriptions  from  67  Associa¬ 
tions  .  .  .  1,444.62 

To  subscriptions  from  22  individu¬ 
als  ....  988.00 

To  special  individual  contributions 

for  “Watchman,”  .  .  20.00 


$2,686.56 


Cr. 

By  postage,  .  .  .  $3.00 

By  eleven  months’  salary  paid  Mr. 
Taggart,  the  month  of  March 
having  been  spent  by  him  in 
the  work  of  the  International 


Executive  Committee  .  2,291.63 

By  Report  East  Liberty  Conv.  .  250.00 

By  printing  .  .  .  48.65 

By  40  copies  “Watchman,”  6  mos., 

as  per  special  contributor,  20.00 


$2,613.28 


Balance,  .  .  $23.28 


Pittsburgh,  Nov.  1st,  1878. 

1  have  examined  the  above  account  and  the  vouchers  therefor,  and  find  all  correct 

(Signed)  WM.  FREW,  Auditor. 


INDIVIDUAL  CONTRIBUTIONS. 


Philip  Thomas.  Shamokin,  .  $10.00 

W.  C.  Stewart,  Beaver  Fails,  .  .  5.00 
J.  F  Woltinger,  Milton.  .  .  1.00 

Geo.  Meredith.  Harrisburg,  .  .  1.00 
J.  G.  Hunter,  Beaver  Falls,  .  .  1.00 

Rev.  E.  H.  Leisenring,  Catawissa,  .  10.00 
Rev.  John  Johston,  Washingtonville,  5.00 
A.  M.  Kimber,  Germantown,  .  10.00 

Porter.  Bell  &  Co.,  Pittsburgh,  .  .  50.00 

Gen.  James  A.  Beaver,  Bellefonte,  50.00 
James  McCormick,  Jr.,  Harrisburg,  200.00 


Samuel  Harsh,  Pleasantville,  .  $50.00 

C.  H.  Zehnder.  Danville,  .  .  .  10.00 

Rev.  J.  S.  MacConnell,  Pittsburgh,  5.00 

Rev.  T.  D.  Logan,  Meadville,  .  .  5.00 

Maj.  Wm.  Frew,  Pittsburgh,  .  .  100.00 

Rev.  John  Morrow,  Taylorstown,  5.00 

A  friend, Pittsburgh,  .  .  .  400.00 

Smith  Agnew.  Jr.,  Pittsburgh,  .  .  5.00 

D'.  E.  Small,  York,  ....  50.00 

D.  A.  Engle,  Watsontown,  .  .  .  10.00 

J.  F.  Lowry,  Butler,  .  .  .  5.00 


CONTRIBUTIONS  FROM  ASSOCIATIONS. 


Carlisle, 

5.00 

West  Sunbury, 

$5.00 

New  Oxford, 

.  15.00 

Emsworth, 

10.00 

Armagh, 

10.00 

New  Florence,  . 

2.00 

Slate  Lick, 

.  6.00 

New  Castle,  . 

55.00 

Concord, 

15.00 

Chester, 

10.00 

Reading,  . 

.  25.00 

Bridesburg,  * 

6  00 

Parker  City,  . 

27.00 

Williamsport,  . 

10.00 

Mt.  Jackson, 

.  5.00 

Gettysburg,  . 

5.00 

West  Foxburg, 

10.00 

Buffalo  T’sp  Butler  Co.  5.00 

Bakerstown, 

.  15.00 

Lebanon, 

5.00 

Beaver  Falls, 

10.00 

She-man’s  Dale, 

2.00 

Pleasant  Valley, 

.  5.00 

Bellefonte, 

25.00 

Independence, 

.  5.50 

New  Alexandria, 

5.00 

Duncannon, 

.  5.00 

Lewistown  (for  76-77) 

15.00 

Limestone, 

5.00 

Burgettstown, 

5.00 

New  Bloomfield, 

.  5.00 

Whitestown, 

6.00 

Wilkinsburg, 

8.00 

Altoona  (R.R.)  . 

20.00 

Erie,  . 

.  50.00 

Allegheny  T’sp. 

10.00 

North  East,  . 

10.00 

Pottsgrove,  . 

1.00 

Claysville, 

.  12.00 

Hazleton,  . 

55.00 

Taylorstown, 

5.00 

Dunbar, 

10.00 

Hanover,  . 

.  12.00 

Hartleton,  . 

4.12 

Renovo, 

1.00 

Blairsville, 

20.00 

Harrisburg,  .  .  $50.00 

Pittsburg,  .  .  250.00 

Prospect,  .  .  7.00 

Hulmeville,  .  .  5.00 

Conemaugh,  .  .  5.00 

State  College,  .  5.0o 

Watsontown,  .  .  5.00 

Woods  Run,  .  .  10.00 

Germantown,  .  .  250.00 

Jefferson  Summit,  5.00 
Albion,  .  .  .  5.00 

Buffalo.  Washn.  Co.,  10.00 
York,  .  .  .  30.00 

Danville,  :  .  .  10.00 

North  Hope,  .  .  5.00 

Princeton,  .  .  .  10.00 

Philadelphia,  .  200.00 

Elysburg,  .  .  .  5.00 

Mt.  Joy,  .  .  .  5.00 

East  Liberty,  .  .  10.00 

Newport,  .  .  5.00 


Christian  Workers 

WANT  FOR 

DEVOTIONAL  ASSOCIATION  MEETINGS , 

ERA  YER-MEETINGS, 

STREET  MEETINGS , 

BIBLE  READINGS, 

SUNDAY-SCHOOL  TEACHING , 

A  BIBLE 

With  appropriate  and  convenient  “  HELPS”  bound  with  the  text,  that 
may  be  always  at  hand,  and  withal  a  binding  that 
will  last  a  lifetime.  Such  a  book 
is  found  in  the 

TEACHERS’  BIBLE, 

BY  THE 

American  Tract  Society. 

THOSE  WHO  KNOW  WHET  EOF  THEY  SPEAK  SAY 

AS  FOLLOWS: 

F.  L.  Hitchcock,  Esq,.,  Scranton,  Pa.,  says,  “  The  print,  the  paper,  the  helps, 
the  maps,  the  tables — including  more  than  any  other  edition  I  ever  saw — and 
the  binding,  all  are  grand.  What  a  blessing  to  humanity  if  everybody  could 
have  just  such  a  Bible.” 

J.  T.  Bowne,  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Glen  Cove,  L.  I.-— “  If  perfection  can  be  attained 
in  the  art  of  book-making,  I  think  you  have  reached  it  in  this  book.” 


We  send  Descriptive  Catalogues ,  Price-List ,  and  sample  pages  of 
type ,  FREE. 

Address : 

H.  N.  THISSELL,  District  Secretary, 

AMERICAN  TRACT  SOCIETY, 

1512  Chestnut  Street,  Philadelphia. 


